
ZBA Regular Meeting Minutes - May 8th
, 2024 

MINUTES OF THE GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS REGULAR MEETING 

HELD ON MAY grH, 2024 

GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

8S5S KALAMAZOO AVENUE SE CALEDONIA, MICHIGAN 49316 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

Chair Werkema called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Hilton, Kooiman, Ringnalda, Werkema, and Wiersema 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Peacock (Alternate Member) 

OTHERS PRESENT: Dan Wells, Community Development Director; Dakota Swan, Assistant 

Planner 

II. CONSIDERATION OF MEETING AGENDA

Ill. CONSIDERATION OF MEETING MINUTES 

Motion: 

Discussion: 

Ayes: 

Nays: 

Abstain: 

Decision: 

Motion by Ringnalda, supported by Wiersema to approve the Zoning Board of 

Appeals regular meeting minutes from April 12th, 2023, as presented. Kooiman 

inquired about the keeping of public records, Planner Wells stated that all public 

comments and minutes for the Zoning Board of Appeals are kept in a binder in 

the Planning and Zoning Department. 

Hilton, Kooiman, Ringnalda, Werkema, and Wiersema 

None 

None 

Motion carried (5-0). 

IV. INQUIRY OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Member Hilton stated that he is willing to deliberate but would prefer to abstain from voting on

the agenda item at 225 Sorrento Drive, as he was a developer of the project; Planner Wells

stated that he doesn't see the need for Hilton to abstain from voting as he is removed from the

project now.

V. PUBLIC HEARING

1. 1267 100th Street - Dimensional Variance

Chair Werkema opened the public hearing at 7:09 PM. 

Applicant Dan Brown explained that he is seeking a 10-foot variance from a 20-foot required setback in 

the side yard to build an accessory building for residential storage purposes. Brown stated that they are 

seeking a variance to avoid conflict with a septic drainage field in the yard, and ensuring they will be 

building on land that can sustain construction while also preventing hindrance on any neighboring 
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Member Wiersema inquired about holding an annual January meeting to elect officers and review 
the end of year Planning & Zoning report since the Zoning Board of Appeals doesn't meet that often, 
Planner Wells said he will review the bylaws and determine how to enact this. 

VII. OTHER REPORTS

None. 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Ringalda, supported by Kooiman to adjourn at 8:29 PM. 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of the minutes from May 8th 2024, Regular Meeting of the 
, 

Gaines Charter Township Zoning Board of Appeals held at the time and place mentioned above pursuant 
to the required statutory procedures. 

Dated: � --l� 2024 

ooiman 
Secretary 
Gaines Charter 
Township Zoning 
Board of Appeals 
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